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HOUSE BI LL 2608

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Ericksen

Read first time 01/16/2004. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to third party permt witing for transportation
projects; anmending RCW 47.01.290; adding a new section to chapter
47.06C RCW and addi ng a new section to chapter 47.01 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW47.01.290 and 1994 c 258 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The | egi slature recogni zes t hat envi r onnent al review of
transportation projects is a continuous process that should begin at
the earliest stages of planning and continue through final project

construction. ( { Barby—and—extenstve—nvoelbvenent—eol—the—relevant
. | | horiti . Ctieal i I g
anif I : I Ll I I . o I
engiheertng—)) Streamining the permt witing and approval process is
essential for reducing project delays and for neking the nost efficient
use of every transportation dollar. It is the expectation of the
| egislature that if a conprehensive environnental approach is
integrated throughout various transportation processes, onerous,
duplicative, and tine-consumng permt processes wll be mnimzed
The legislature finds that the greatest efficiency and effectiveness in
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expediting the permt witing process will include the inclusion of
qualified private sector parties in the preparation of required project

permts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 47.06C RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By June 30, 2004, the conmttee shall devel op guidelines for a
certification program to enable third party persons to draft
envi ronnental permts.

(2) By January 1, 2005, the departnents of transportation, ecology,
and fish and wildlife shall, using the guidelines developed by the
commttee, develop rules that allow a third party witer to wite
permts that the departnent of ecol ogy and the departnment of fish and
wildlife are responsible for issuing. The rules may address permt
witing requirenments, qualifications of the third party in witing
permts, and other requirenents.

(3) The permt witing process nmust provide that the appropriate
responsi bl e agency for permt issuance will have a single review period
for review of the permt drafted by the third party. The agency shal
provi de any comments or suggested revisions to the permt witer within
sixty days of the draft permt being provided to the agency. If the
third party witer conplies with the original guidelines and rules
established by the permtting agency and addresses coments by the
agency and any suggested revisions, the permt nust be approved by the
agency within ten days of the permt being resubmtted to the agency.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 47.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) If the transportation permt efficiency and accountability
commttee is not funded or ceases to exist, the departnents of
transportation, ecology, and fish and wildlife shall by January 1,
2005, jointly develop rules that allow a third party witer to wite
permts that the departnent of ecol ogy and the departnment of fish and
wldlife are responsible for issuing. The rules may address permt
witing requirenments, qualifications of the third party in witing
permts, and other requirenents.

(2) The permt witing process nust provide that the appropriate
responsi bl e agency for permt issuance will have a single review period
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for review of the permt drafted by the third party. The agency shall
provi de any comments or suggested revisions to the permt witer within
sixty days of the draft permt being provided to the agency. If the
third party witer conplies with the original guidelines and rules
established by the permtting agency and addresses coments by the
agency and any suggested revisions, the permt nust be approved by the
agency within ten days of the permt being resubmtted to the agency.

--- END ---
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